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MEDIA ALERT 
Minneapolis Institute of Art to Launch 
Season 4 of The Object Podcast March 
14  
  

 

 Produced by the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art and hosted by Tim 
Gihring, this series of short, 
surprising tales explores the 
strange and wonderful true stories 
behind museum objects.  

 
MINNEAPOLIS—March 8, 2022,—The Object, an award-winning podcast produced by the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art (Mia), begins its fourth season on Monday, March 14. Written and 
hosted by Tim Gihring, a writer at Mia and long-time journalist who has covered arts and culture for 
more than 25 years, The Object unearths the true, often surprising stories behind the artwork in 
Mia’s collection.  
 
Season Four of The Object opens with an episode about the Jade Mountain Illustrating the Gathering of 
Scholars at the Lanting Pavilion—a beloved fixture at Mia better known as Jade Mountain. The story traces 
the sculpture’s improbable journey from the Chinese emperor’s palace to the home of Minnesota lumber 
baron T.B. Walker, a story of power and obsession, beauty and loss. 
 
Future episodes will explore the myth of Georgia O’Keeffe, the lost history of the first African-
American artist, and our remarkably strange habit of using animals to tell stories about 
ourselves. New episodes will debut every month.   
 
“Every object tells a story, and that story is ultimately about us—our courage and creativity, our 
desires and fears,” Gihring said. “This season we’re delving even deeper into the hidden histories of 
art and what they can tell us about ourselves. What drives us, what do we want, and what will we do 
to get it?” 
 
The Object podcast launched in 2019 and is among the most popular arts podcasts in the country. 
In 2021, it was honored by the American Alliance of Museums as one of the top museum podcasts. 
Learn more at https://new.artsmia.org/the-object-podcast/ and listen on Apple Podcasts, Google 
Podcasts, Stitcher, and wherever podcasts are available. 
 
The Object is made possible by generous support from Ameriprise Financial.  

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/4324/jade-mountain-illustrating-the-gathering-of-scholars-at-the-lanting-pavilion-china
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/4324/jade-mountain-illustrating-the-gathering-of-scholars-at-the-lanting-pavilion-china
https://new.artsmia.org/the-object-podcast/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/the-object-podcast/id1449854291?mt=2
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cDovL2ZlZWRzLnNvdW5kY2xvdWQuY29tL3VzZXJzL3NvdW5kY2xvdWQ6dXNlcnM6NTUwNDAyNDQwL3NvdW5kcy5yc3M
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cDovL2ZlZWRzLnNvdW5kY2xvdWQuY29tL3VzZXJzL3NvdW5kY2xvdWQ6dXNlcnM6NTUwNDAyNDQwL3NvdW5kcy5yc3M
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-object
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About the Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Home to more than 90,000 works of art representing 5,000 years of world history, the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art (Mia) inspires wonder, spurs creativity, and nourishes the imagination. With extraordinary 
exhibitions and one of the finest art collections in the country—from all corners of the globe, and from 
ancient to contemporary—Mia links the past to the present, enables global conversations, and offers an 
exceptional setting for inspiration.  
 
General admission to Mia is always free. Some special exhibitions have a nominal admission fee. 

Museum Hours 

Thursday-Sunday  10am–5pm   
Monday-Wednesday Closed   
For more information, call + 1 612 870 3000 or visit artsmia.org 
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